




































































































PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Council of the County of Maui 

October 19,2005 

to ask for your thoughts. Well, we can't build the critical mass to accommodate the high 
school infrastructure until we, until we get the high school. 

So, there lies my question to you. How, how do we deal with what I perceive as a reality 
of a Catch-22 between how we look at it, and how we're going to move forward, and 
how the State looks at it in appropriating funds to provide the infrastructure necessary to 
support a community? 

MR. MAYER: I think a very, very good question. I think it, it really is critical. I don't think 
we've had that type of dialogue between the State and the County. And in this case it's, 
it's the Legislature, the State Senate and the House that has to appropriate funds for a 
variety of projects. And I'm going to make, pick a number. Let's just say they have a 
hundred million dollars a year for Maui County for various projects, roads, schools, 
hospital, whatever it might be. Then what we need to do is if that, we recognize that's 
going to be the limit then we have to begin thinking how do we prioritize? Which of 
those are first? 

And if the County, I think, can ask the State Legislators, I don't think, I've never seen 
this happen, have actually the State Legislators come to the County Council for joint 
meetings. It can be a workshop, it can be whatever it is, and where they begin saying 
what their thoughts are and what you can say is these, this is our General Plan. This is 
what the people of Maui are saying to you the State Legislators what, is what we need on 
Maui County. Rather than it be, sort of a pork barrel, and who, who can, who, who is, 
who's powerful in, in the Senate, and which party is in power and all those. 

If it is an expressed view of the County of Maui that says our highest priority is a new 
high school in South Maui, or a new, a new, the next project should be a hospital in West 
Maui, or what we need is help with our water system in Central Maui. If somehow this 
County can begin getting this priority I think we'll be, have a better chance to 
accomplish, you know, those, those, the growth and the changes in the projects that are 
coming up. 

Right now, we have a law with, regarding that you folks had a deal with, with housing, 
with the affordable housing. And it put you on a, on a very ShOli leash. Boom, 45 days 
make a decision. That's going to throw a lot more students into that central area. Do we 
have the primary schools to handle it? Do we have, et cetera. 

And what, what the County could have done was, the Council could have done was, says 
we're not going to vote on it. We just, you know, we're going to tum it down. We'll just 
say no on that project, because our highest priority is to make sure that if we have kids in 
that area that they will have a school to go to. That it will be staffed properly, et cetera. 
You may have said alternatively, no, what we want, and maybe give guidance to 
developers. We want to have an affordable housing project near where the jobs are, 
whether that means the jobs in Wailea or in Kaanapali. 
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In other words, begin that dialogue with the, with the State public servants, the, the, not 
the public servants, the Legislators to begin getting what are our priorities and then try to 
work together on that. And the General Plan could, I think, do that. I think it could 
actually layout a sequence of things. 

And also, I think, something I didn't mention, the General Plan can be flexible. It can be 
plan, but it change, but we don't, I, I, I'm kind of disappointed that for 20 years, well 15 
years, 1991 the last time the plan was adopted we had no changes in the General Plan. 
There should be that ability. 

We've had on Maui two brand new, three, excuse me, three brand new industries on 
Maui that weren't even there in '91 that are now major industries on Maui. The cruise 
ship industry, the timeshare industry and the vacation rental industry. That isn't even 
mentioned in the General Plan in any meaningful way and how should we accomplish it. 

So, what I'm saying is what we need to do is get a plan and that if we see that the, the 
pressure's coming here or there we should be able to change that. 

COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Chair. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Any other questions or comment? Thank you, Dick. 

MR. MAYER: Thank you, all, and good luck. 

CHAIR T A V ARES: Elizabeth Russell, to be followed by Donald Sheridan. We have, like, 
three or four more people. Thank you, Elizabeth. 

MS. RUSSELL: Good evening, Madam Chair and Members of the County Council. My name 
is Elizabeth Russell, and I know most of you don't know me, so I will talk a little bit 
about myself and hope that you have questions. 

I'm following Dick around. I actually followed him to MCC, and I teach Geography 
there now, World Regional Geography, and have since 2001. I did my master's degree in 
Geography in Oahu at U.H. Manoa, which is where I was raised. And I also took classes 
in urban and regional planning and have been interested in planning since. And, and, and 
admittedly I'm rusty on a lot of it, but interested. 

I followed, with interest, the 1991 General Plan. I read that. I really liked Andre Duany 
and his neo-traditiona1 town planning, and I was a little disappointed when that then 
County Council changed that plan significantly. 

Besides teaching at MCC, I have some background as a volunteer, and also a limited 
background as a planner. I worked as a planning consultant here on Maui and also in 
Oahu when I was in graduate school there. 
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I've been in Maui since 1985. I live with my husband and one child. The other is in 
college on the mainland. My youngest one is a senior in high school. I worked on, let's 
see, on the Mayor's Bicycle Advisory Committee. Mainly my background in planning 
has been bicycle planning. I was also on the Honolulu City and County Bicycle Advisory 
Committee when I was in Oahu. 

I've also served as a volunteer on various other, in various other capacities. Most 
recently it was the Alliance for the Heritage of East Maui, which was involved in 
preservation activities in Hana. And we were somewhat successful in implementing the 
State to preserve the old bridges in Hana. Maybe I'll just stop here and ask if you have 
any questions. It, it would, just to conclude, it would be my pleasure to serve on this 
committee. I am rusty in planning, but I do have some background, and I'm very 
interested. And one thing I know I do well is I'm a good student. So, I'll be able to, to 
learn what I need to learn, I think, to, to serve as best as I can. Thank you. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you, Elizabeth. Any questions for Elizabeth? Michelle. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: One quick question. Hi, Elizabeth, thank you for 
volunteering. How long have you lived in Kula? 

MS. RUSSELL: We've lived in Kula since 2000. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Have you ever read the Kula-Makawao Community, 
Pukalani Community Plan? 

MS. RUSSELL: I've looked at it. I haven't really studied it, but, yeah, I have seen it. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: So, you're, you're aware of how it's laid out and--

MS. RUSSELL: Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --have you ever read the Maui County General Plan? 

MS. RUSSELL: Yeah, I did, but some time ago. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Do you think that we followed the General Plan? 

MS. RUSSELL: You know, I've heard other people, and its, that have been on this spot sort of 
acknowledge that the plan itself is written with some wonderful language and some really 
beautifully stated visions, but it's not written in such a way that it's directly enforceable. 
So, I think, no, the intent of the plan has not been followed as well as it could have been 
had it been written in such a way that really the measures to enforce the provisions in the 
plan were clearly stated, who the responsibility laid with and how it would be carried out, 
and for the resources to be allocated to do that. 
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COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Okay. Thank you very much. 

MS. RUSSELL: Sure. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: I would just like to add a comment, Madam Chair, the 

General Plan and the Community Plans are enforceable by those people who make 

decisions in land use in Maui County, because it's a requirement that, that all land use 

decisions are consistent with the policies and objectives in our General Plan, and our 

Community Plan. So, we need to take that more seriously if we're going to make this 

new General Plan actually work for us. 

MS. RUSSELL: Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you. 

MS. RUSSELL: Thank you. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you very much, Elizabeth. Warren Shibuya, to be followed by 

Warren Watanabe. I know what it's like to be at the end of the alphabet, so I sympathize 

with you guys. 

ALL: .. , (laughter). .. 

MR. SHIBUYA: No problem. I'm Warren Shibuya. I was born and raised in Camp 5, Puunene, 

and then I went to school at Kaunoa, Baldwin High, University of Hawaii, and then 

served in the Air Force, Vietnam, Thailand, Philippines, Korea. And primarily I was 

actually first assigned, because I had a master's degree, I entered the Air Force with a 

master's and was assigned to R&D work, which is research and development work. 

And the big push at that time was to get our man-rated rockets, man-rated to have that 

reliability to ensure that we can safely put astronauts in the space. It quickly changed, 

because NASA had some decision made at that time that the Air Force would do the 

unmanned and NASA would do the manned. And that's where they divided, and they 

sent me to Vietnam, but I did other unmanned type of research work there. 

And after my bit in the service, I carne back and did my Hawaii Air National Guard for 

ten years while I was at the University of Hawaii teaching there. And also I was looking 

ahead and got selected into the Star Wars Program and did some more work in the Los 

Angeles area. And for about 15, 16, years I was in the Space and Missile System Center 

and did lots of unmanned satellite work, design, program manage. 

And in terms of planning, there was all kinds of planning. In Vietnam, it was the draw 

down for peace. The plans to extract POWs, the plans and implementation of moving the 

POWs from North Vietnam to the Philippines to traverse to the various locations in their 

horne. So, it was quite a bit of planning there. 
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In terms of drawing down the war, there was a group of us, and, of course, it was, I was 
the lowest ranking person then. All of them wore stars. I was the only captain, so I did 
most of the pencil pushing. The plans that I did in the space program was in terms of 
various projects. Each project had a research theory that they wanted to test and with that 
you structure around that and ask for monies from the various donors such as Congress, 
the NSA, whoever, even the NOA as well as NASA. If they had the money, and they 
were very interested in that research they would fund it for you. And that's how we 
designed, redesigned, and replanned, and planned and planned again, and changed plans. 
And actually that's how we did that and tested and actually launched. 

I'm also, after I retired here in 2002, I came back to Kula, and I really wanted to put in 
photo voltaic systems to replace my roof shingles. Instead of having roof shingles, I 
would have photovoltaic cells, but MECO and the County were not ready for it. And so, 
from 1999 all the way to just August, I was allowed to put in the photovoltaic system in 
the home and connect what is called net metering. 

And it's half a system now, because the tax credits only allowed for a certain portion of 
it. So, next year I'll put the final half And there's also another part to it, another third 
that I'd like to add to, but we'll see how it goes first. If there's any other questions. I'm 
also serving on the Board of Variances. In 2006, April I will have completed my second 
year. I have a five-year term. And I can spend the time. I'm retired. I need something 
to do. 

CHAIR TAVARES: You're young retired, Warren. We're classmates. I don't know how you 
got to be retired before me. 

ALL: ... (laughter). .. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Any questions for Warren? 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: I have a question. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Mr. Molina. Okay. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Madam Chair. Good evening, Mr. Shibuya. 

MR. SHIBUY A: Warren is fine. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. Thank you, Warren. First of all, I want to say thank 
you for your contributions to our country. You have a very impressive resume in terms 
of the military and engineering background. How do you see your knowledge, in terms 
of technology, how do you see that as being an asset towards the, being a member of the 
General Plan Advisory Committee? 
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MR. SHIBUYA: Right. I'd love to integrate some of that technology into our infrastructure 
development. Particularly I've been talking with MECO right now, and the eyes are still 
glazed now, because the concept of what is called frequency bundling. That is, putting 
other frequencies, like, cable, television, telephone, home security, personal security, 
even reading your own electric meters from the same MECO line on the grid. You can 
do that. It's possible. 

So, because Maui is an isolated area, it's an Island, it's beautiful, we can test that system 
right here. And the chief engineer agrees. Now, where do we go? I'm waiting. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: And I also take it you're a big fan of renewable energy 
resources, because we are an Island community as well? 

MR. SHIBUY A: That is correct ... (change tape, end side 3A) . . .If you have homes, especially 
counties with south facing roofs take advantage of that. Put it in. It is an investment for 
our future. Petroleum is not getting cheaper so, we got to look ahead. We've got to look 
beyond the horizon and see if we have to design it, let's, we have the power, but I, in the 
meantime I'd like to start another area. 

What area? Unfortunately, these are owned by large estates. This is on the south side, 
the mountain side. It's dry today, but it used to be wet before, and it was, it's unfortunate 
that nobody's taken care of it. If we can grow something there now, our children's 
children will have more than enough water in our aquifers. Now, this is ground level, 
below ground. Surface water wise our previous speakers have talked about storage and 
that makes more sense. If you're going to capture it at a high level, pump it up 1,000 feet 
folks. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you. Any further questions? Thank you very much, Warren. 

MR. SHIBUYA: Thank you. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Okay. We have Warren Watanabe, and John Wilson emailed me and said 
he was, had a conflict in schedule, so he's going to come to the Wailuku. After 
Mr. Watanabe we'll have Mr. Tom Cannon who was on the Paia-Haiku group and that 
will be our, our last applicant unless there's somebody else here that wants to testify. 
Warren was the first one here, and you're almost the last one to speak. Boy, your last 
name should have been Allen, right? 

ALL: ... (laughter) . .. 

MR. WATANABE: Save the end for the two Warrens, so that's good. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Yes. Okay. Go ahead. 
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MR. WATANABE: Okay. I guess you all know me. I'm Warren Watanabe, President of the 
Maui County Farm Bureau. And the reason why I turned in my application is because, 
you know, we work, the County and the State constantly tells us how important 
agriculture is to this State, and yet we in the industry always feel like we're getting the 
shaft, plenty, you know. 

I mean, there's no, I think, you know, we got to put it out there. And finally during this 
past legislative session I think we did get a good start with the passage of the IAL Bill 
that Mr. Stice did mention. We are going to be going back into this coming session with 
an, with an incentive package that was part of the reasons why it got passed. 

We are working on it, but, again, you know, I just going to make it one statement that, 
again, the reason why I'm here is, you know if the State and the County really wants 
agriculture they got to get behind the industry. Thank you. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you, Warren. Any questions for Warren? Michelle. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you for being here, Warren, and for volunteering. 
What would you say would be the one most, the, the one most important thing that the 
County could do to promote and safeguard agriculture in Maui County? 

MR. WATANABE: I tell you what, I think the, I mean as previously mentioned by all the 
speakers already water is key. We do need to get a cheap and reliable source. 
Agriculture cannot survive, you know, pay, paying high price water. And I think 
basically, you know, the, again, I, I put it back to the consumers. You know, when the 
consumer goes to the store, and you talk to the produce manager and ask where the 
product is coming from. We need that support, and, you know, we recognize that, you 
know, Hawaii has a high cost of living, we understand. 

And, you know, it's what I try to justify when I talk to the industries that, you know, 
being involved in the community you recognize many people are working two jobs just to 
make ends meet, and so they need to, you know, get the most out of that dollar, and we 
recognize that. But, again, for the industry to survive and to expand the, the community 
just has to get behind us. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you, Warren. Thank you for your patience. Mr. Cannon, why don't 
you come forward. Mr. Cannon is in the Paia-Haiku area, Makawao. Paia-Haiku, I'm 
sorry. So, he's the first entry in your book. Thank you for making it up here, Tom. I 
didn't think you were going to make it. 

MR. CANNON: Yeah, I, I, I hope you got my message--

CHAIR TAVARES: Yes. 
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MR. CANNON: --that I wasn't able to make it, because of, King Kekaulike had college night 
tonight, and they had a lot of people there speaking to the kids on colleges. So, I had to 
be there with my daughter, but here I am, and thank you for being here this late, so I 
could make it to talk to you. 

I'm Tom Cannon. I'm an architect. I was born in Wailuku, raised in Maalaea. I have 
been on a number of citizen volunteer committees over, over the years, Cultural 
Resources Commission, Wailuku Main Street Association, Maui Nui Botanical Gardens, 
Friends of Mokuula, Maui Historical Society, et cetera. 

I'm interested in the General Plan, because I think it has been overlooked in the past and 
hasn't been as effective as it could be. I agree with Elizabeth's statement that it was a lot 
of very nice and beautiful language and, but it didn't have the implementation parts to it 
that allowed that flowery language and the thoughts in those statements to come into 
fruition. 

One of my concerns with Maui is that we don't continually repeat, repeat the mistakes 
that have been made on Oahu. That we try to learn from Oahu, because it's got the most 
popUlation. It's been growing the fastest over the years, and they've made some 
mistakes. One thing, one opportunity that I think we have here, which is very difficult 
now on Oahu is that we have an opportunity for transit systems that would be not 
highway based. That would use technology, would use modern times, and, and be able to 
get us between the long distances between the communities more swiftly and easily than 
you can do now by a car. And only in that way I think will we make public 
transportation truly useable by the majority of the community rather than just a few 
people. 

Buses are, are, are good and they're most effective, I think, within our communities, but 
because we're Maui, and we're bigger than Oahu is, second biggest Island, we have great 
distances between say Wailuku and Lahaina, and Wailuku and Kihei that are hard to do 
with a bus service that is convenient for people. 

And that has been one of the failings, I think, in the past. That when it's been tried before 
it's more effective now, because as gas prices go up people will deal with a little 
inconvenience in order to get where they have to go for a reasonable price, but I think 
there are better ways and with some good planning we might actually see those happen 
here. Thank you. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you, Tom. Any questions for Tom? Michelle. Oh, okay, after, go 
ahead, Mike. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Member Tavares and Member Anderson. Good 
evening, Tom, thank you for making it here. I know you had a very busy night this 
evening. You've been a long time advocate of transportation systems here on Maui over 
the long term, to be specific a rail system. What would you contribute to the GP AC in 
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terms of your long term vision for transportation and the types of, you know, rail systems 
that Maui County could look at over the long term? Can you give a little more detail 
briefly? 

MR. CANNON: Well, Warren was talking about photovoltaics, and, and I think that's the wave 
of the future. I agree with him that it's either going to be photovoltaics or, and/or fuel 
cells. And those things will come about. They're really, I think, right around the comer. 
Within the next ten years I can see that those will be taking over from our gasoline 
engmes. 

With regard to mass transit and, and moving people the technology at the, at the present 
point, the state of the art, if you will, is what they call maglev, which is using electronics 
instead of mechanics to move this vehicle around. And there are no moving parts, there's 
very little maintenance problems. It essentially levitates the car by opposite poles 
repelling each other and holding the car above the track, and then through use of what is 
essentially a coil in a, in a normal car they stretch that coil out onto the track itself and 
use it to propel the car forward or, and to move you forward. And with very little 
friction, because it's not touching the track. 

And that's what I see as, as the wave of the future, and right now they're having to power 
this with electricity, and electricity here on Maui is produced by petroleum products. So, 
we need to, hopefully our timing will be in, in that we're just planning it now, will be 
such that we'll gel just right with the fuel cell age and be able to produce electricity more 
efficiently that way. That's, that's what I envision. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Tom. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you. Ms. Anderson. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Charmaine, I just was to extend on that a little bit, Tom. 
Do you think that the General Plan is the appropriate place to delineate transit corridors? 

MR. CANNON: Yes, I do. Yes, because of the distances between our communities it is a very 
appropriate, the only appropriate place I think, because it's hard to deal with those inter 
community issues in a Community Plan. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Okay. 

MR. CANNON: And so, we, we need the, the overall picture to be able to do that. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you. 

MR. CANNON: Sure. 
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But I'm here, because I want to testify for Dick Mayer, because I think he's a very good 
social scientist. And if you read all of these, these community and the County general 
reports there's not much social questions being asked. And he's asking the same social 
questions that was asked back in 1976. And I think this is the kind of people that we 
should have on the committee. 

And there was another guy here, his name was Hans. I think he's an architect. Okay. In 
1972 to 1976 I was appointed by Mayor Cravalho to serve in the Maui Historic 
Commission. And back then it was a very provocative and innovative thing for the 
community to, or for our government to tell people what they could do with their private 
property. Okay. You know where we're going. I also have a JD, a Juris Doctorate in 
law. 

So, we know where we're going with this in terms of constitution, but yet Maui was very 
innovative back then to, to do it. Nobody had the guts to do it. Well, things were so 
controversial that you had to make sure you hired the right architect. You had to make 
sure that you hired an architect that agreed to, to follow the rules of the Maui Historic 
Commission and the Planning Commission back then. And it was Hans who did it 40 
years, 30 years ago. 

And so, you know, to look at these, these kinds of people I, I think it's great, because we, 
we, we need to, we need to bring in people who were here a long time ago, because 
they've seen all the changes occur, and they saw the issues back then and the same issues 
are facing us today. So, that's it. I'll see you guys in Lahaina on Tuesday . 

. . . END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. .. 

CHAIR T A V ARES: Thank you very much for your comments. It's not often I, I have a chance 
to, oh, you can sit down. I'm doing my closing remarks now. I forgot to hold up the 
sign. I want to thank everyone who's come out here tonight and the people that left 
already ifthey get to see this on tape. I don't often attempt to speak for the entire body or 
the entire committee, but I believe my colleagues and I are in total agreement that we are 
just impressed with the people that have come forward to help work on this very, very 
important part of our history. 

And, you know, it's amazing. And I was not going to make this joke, but I just can't help 
it. I've never seen two rockets scientists in the same room at the same time--

ALL: ... (laughter). .. 

CHAIR TAVARES: --but I'm, I'm glad that we have a lot of folks from the, from the 
community who are truly interested in helping us to plan for our future, or better plan for 
our future. 

62 -



PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Couucil of the County of Maui 

October 19, 2005 

I think we have good legislation in place now that we need to implement. This is the 
beginning of the implementation of Bill 84, and I'm, I'm just excited and enthusiastic 
about the group. 

I, I am dreading having to pick just a small number, but all ofthe sessions are going to be 
open, and I think there will be dialogue. It won't be like a County Council meeting or 
anything, committee meeting, but there will be opportunities for people even if you're not 
named to the committee to please come to those sessions and to offer your thoughts and 
help, because I, I believe there will be lots of opportunity for that; am I correct, Mike? 

MR. FOLEY: Yes. 

CHAIR TAVARES: Okay. Because I think that's what we both envision for how we would do 
the process differently this time around. Any Members want to make any announcements 
at this time besides tell me to keep quiet and let's go home already. And don't forget we 
have a meeting at nine, is it 9:00 a.m.? 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: 9:00 a.m. 

CHAIR TAVARES: 9:00 a.m. tomorrow morning, and we'll see you at the Council Chamber. 
And thank you folks very much for coming out. This meeting is adjourned ... (gavel) . .. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (excused: JAJ) 

ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. 

ADJOURN: 9:42 p.m. 

APPROVED: 

pc:min:051019 Transcribed by: Jessica Cahill 
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